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Digital sound lab creates explosion
of learning opportunities
Luke Schelhaas

On October 31, 1993,
Dordt faculty members received a note in the mail from
Dr. Henry Duitman, associate
professor of music at Dordt
College. In it Duitman wrote:
"I am pleased to announce that
TAMDIS is now open."
"Wow!"
the faculty exclaimed. "TAMDIS is open!"
Actually not. More than
likely, few, if any, exclaimed
anything because few, if any,
even knew that TAM DIS existed or what it was. Duitman
went on to describe
the
acronym and spark interest in
the new Theater and Music
Digital Studio located on the
lower floor of the music
building.
T AMDIS houses some
amazing technology that faculty and students can use in
literally a thousand ways to
listen to, learn about, or produce music. It can also be used
to improve listening and performance skills. The studio
boasts the latest in music
related software and includes
some impressive equipment.
Two work-stations are each
equipped with a computer, a
CD-ROM drive, a MIDI
keyboard, and a multi-timbral
sound module. (MIDI, or
Musical Instrument Digital Interface, is a language that
allows digital instruments,
computers, and CD-ROMs to
communicate.)
TAMDIS, with all of its
equipment
and their big
names, is hypermedia. And
hypermedia, as Duitman explains it, is technology "that
allows users to interact with
several
different
media
because they are all in digital
form."
Sight and sound,
knowledge and entertainment,
computers and keyboards are
melded and given to the user
as one new medium.
Duitman is the man to talk
to on the
subject
of
hypermedia.
He recently
received his doctorate in music
education from Ohio State
University, and last spring,
after six summers and one full
year of formal training and
education, Duitman completed
his dissertation:
"Using
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Hypermedia to Enrich the
Learning Experience of College Students in a Music Appreciation Course."
Duitman is excited about the
future of joining music and
technology. He readily admits,
however, that even with much
formal and informal training
during the last five years, he
still has much to learn. The
possibilities for education and
enjoyment are nearly endless
already now, and TAMDIS is
still developing.
One of the basic options
available to T AM DIS users is
the CD-ROM. This CD allows
complete interaction between
the audio and visual. The user
chooses one of ten available
discs, slides it into the CDROM disc drive, selects the
appropriate composer on the
computer monitor, and presto!
(almost),
beautiful
music
comes out of the large speaker
to the left. The composer's
face appears on the screen, or
a picture depicting a theme in
the selected musical piece. The
user then selects one of many
options for listening or interaction. He can choose individual
movements or listen to an example of "dense texture." As
he listens, words appear on the
screen explaining the history
of the piece or the composer.
The theme is explained in
detail as the song progresses:
"Here the young man is
reunited with his lover," the
monitor might read, or, "Here
the composer returns to a
previous mood." Some discs
even speak the words. The
user can stop the music at any
time, or record segments and
save them for later use. The
user can play fun and elaborate
interactive games or just sit
back and enjoy.
There is no end to the information available on each disc,
and the technology is still
developing.
Another option, soon to be
expanded, is Encore, a simple
to use but incredibly powerful
music notation program. Users
can write, transpose,
and
perfect their own or others'
music. This program can be
selected from the computer
without a CD-ROM disc.
When a musical staff appears

on the monitor, the user can
select the "record" option.
Then, as she plays on the huge
MIDI keyboard, the correct
notes appear on the screen in
their right places and with the
slurs intact. When "play" is
selected, the recorded song is
played back in exactly the
same way. You can imagine
the possibilities this has for improvisational or other composition.
Practica Musica, another
program, is geared toward improving musical skills. A
multitude of interesting games
teach pitch reading skills (the
user hears a string of notes and
is asked to place those notes on
a staff), ear training in chords
and melody, as well as scale
and interval training.
A program called Band-ina-Box is sheer pleasure. The
user can choose to hear ex-

amples of specific jazz styles
and actually play back his own
recorded tune in any style:
Blues shuffle, Cha, Caribbean,
and many more.
Another option for TAMDIS users is Sound-edit Pro,
an incredibly interactive program which allows editing of
digital sound. Among other
things, this allows the user to
record his own voice along
with notes played on the MIDI
keyboard. The "play-back"
option not only lets you to hear
the recording, but actually see
what the sound waves look
like, which is both fun and
practical. A music instructor
can, for instance, perform and
record a portion of a musical
piece and then bring up the
visual image, or spectrogram,
of that piece. A student can
then play the same thing and
continued on Page 2

Music major Dan Ruiter from
Washington explores Encore, a musical
notation program for writing or
transposing music.

, 'There is no end to
the information
available on each
disc, and the
technology is still
developing., ,
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Sound, light, and stage crews were an
integral part of the production, "A Servant of Two Masters."

for the fall main stage production, "A Servant of Two
Masters," was sequenced and
recorded by students Phil
Jongejan and Cory Kent. They
played orchestral music from
Madame Butterfly on the
MIDI keyboard,
one instrumental part at a time, then
"touched it up" by making
certain notes longer or shorter,
softer or louder, higher or
lower pitch, etc. Using the
Proteus 2 sound module, they
chose from more than 100
sampled sounds and assigned
different instruments to play
the different sequenced notes.
They then had the option of

transposing the entire piece or
adding or erasing any part of
it. Other students used the
equipment to produce music
for the student directed one
acts held in December.
Duitman's goals are very
focused when it comes to what
TAMDIS can offer Dordt
students. He believes the
technology, if used properly,
can increase student interest
and enjoyment, and improve
performance in any form of
music. The system has been
used in the Gen 200 classes in
part to test the ideas put forth
in his dissertation. Many Gen
200 students have used the

system to research a project required for the class and gotten
"hooked"
into using the
hypermedia technology outside
of class to learn more or
simply to enjoy some good
music. Duitman has also
developed a new course called
"Music and Technology,"
which will be offered next
semester. In the course proposal, he writes that "understanding how to manipulate
digital sound is rapidly becoming an essential skill for musicians, theater sound designers,
and music educators."
T AM DIS is open every day
except Sunday, and most
nights as well. Theatre arts and
music students and faculty get
priority during busy times, but
the equipment is accessible to
all Dordt students and staff.
"Stop by," Duitman tells
people on campus. "Reserve
your time in TAMDIS."
0

Christian school," he said. He
then went on to observe that,
in their Christian
school
system, they were having difficulty convincing parents with
children in the Christian grade
school to send these children
to the Christian high school.
"More and more of our Christian grade school graduates,
for a variety of reasons, are
going to public high schools."
I was sorry to hear about this
development; but I was not
surprised. It seems that once
you have taken the position
that Christian education is only
one option among many, and
that you can pick and choose
the level at which it is important for your child to receive
a Christian education, it is inevitable that some will choose
only the grade school, others
the grade school and the high
school, others only the college,
and still others will decide that
Christian education at any
level is an expensive luxury
they can do without or that
they cannot afford.
"What can we do to reverse
this trend?" asked the chairman of that Christian school
board. "I'm not sure," was
my answer. And, it's true, I'm
not sure what we can do.
I do, however, have some
serious suggestions to offer.
To begin with, our pastors
must recognize the importance
of covenant-kingdom preaching that boldly promotes the
cause of Christian education.
Some pastors seem hesitant to
do this because they don't want
to offend their parishioners.

Another thing we can do is
work with parents.-Christian
parents love their children. We
must help them to understand
that the greatest thing they can
give to or leave with their
children is not a farm, or a
business,
or a large inheritance, but an education that
will prepare them to live as
God's children
in God's
world. I know this is true
because I received such an
education, and today-even
though both of them have
died-I
stand to call my
parents' 'blessed."
We must also emphasize to
those working in our Christian
schools-especially
counselors-the
importance
of
making clear to their students
that if Christian education is
important in the grade school,
and it is, it is also important in
the high school; and if Christian education is important in
the high school, and it is, it is
important in the college as well.
Our Christian school counselors can and do make a tremendous impact on students in
regard to educational choices.
Still another thing we can do
is work to make sure that our
Christian schools and education programs are truly Christian. We must seek to base all
of our teaching on the Word of
God, center every course in
Jesus Christ, and approach
every subject from a biblical
perspective. Those of us involved in Christian education
must see to it that our schools
are distinctively Christian and
that they are providing educa-

tion that will indeed train
young people to love and serve
the Lord.
Ultimately, however, all of
us-parents,
young people,
pastors, educators, counselors,
and members of the Christian
community-must come to the
realization
that Christian
education is a must, not simply
one option among many. Our
children-the
children of the
covenant-are
given to us by
God. Having given them to us,
He claims them by baptism.
They belong to Him. He will
care for them, but he also expects them to live for Him and
serve Him according to His
Word. Such service, however,
requires training-training that
is directed by the Word of
God. And there is only one
place where such training can
be found, and that is in the
Christian school. Really, it's
as simple as that.
Does that mean that our
children don't need Christian
homes and churches?
Of
course not; but they need
more. Formal education takes
place in the school. Therefore,
also the schools where our
children are educated must be
Christian in the fullest sense of
the word.
I'm sure that those of you
who have heard me speak or
preach are thinking, "We've
heard him say this before."
That's true-but it's important
to say and hear this again, and
again, and again.
Christian education on all
levels is a must! There! I've
said it again!
0

Vision opens up many
new options for theatre
arts sound designers
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continued from Page 1
compare the two visually. This
can effectively correct minute
details like exactly when a note
is played, for how long, and
how loudly. A recording can
be played back in reverse and
any part can be erased or, conversely, looked at in even
greater detail. Different recordings can be played over each
other to produce an impressive
full effect of digital sound.
Vision, professional sequencing software, is the program
Dordt's theatre arts department
sound designers use most frequently for plays. The technology is amazing. The music
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From the president

I have

Dr. J.B. Hulst

, 'The greatest thing
parents can give to
or leave with their
children is not a
farm, or a business,
or a large inheritance, but an
education that will
prepare them to live
as God's children in
God's world."
2

often written
about the importance of Christian education on all levelsgrade school, high school, and
college. Christian education is
important even beyond the college level, which is the reason
why a number of Christian colleges are presently involved in
discussions concerning the
possibility of establishing a
Reformed University in North
America.
For several years I have
observed that more and more
students from our Christian
high schools consider continuing their education at secular
colleges or universities. Today, our greatest competition
for students comes not from
other Christian colleges, as
many have thought, but from
secular, state institutions. In
the face of such a trend, it is
essential that we emphasize the
importance of Christian education on all levels.
But now a new element has
been added. Allow me to
explain.
Recently I was given the opportunity to conduct worship
services in a community at
some distance from Sioux
Center. As is often the case,
there was a reference in my
sermon to Christian education,
Christian schooling.
Following the sermon, the
chairman of the local Christian
school board stopped to thank
me for the comment regarding
the importance of Christian
education. "We don't hear
much from our pulpit about the
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Parents' Day brings 500 to campus
Parents'
Day, October
23, dawned sunny and warm,
a perfect welcome for the
500-plus parents who had
traveled hours and even days
to join in the weekend's
activities. Four hundred of
those in attendance came from
more than one hundred miles
away.
Next to graduation, Parents'
Day has become one of the
biggest events drawing parents
to campus. Outside of the tristate area of Iowa, Minnesota,
and South Dakota, the largest

groups of parents came from.
Wisconsin and California,
with Michigan and Ontario
close behind. Colorado and
Washington brought several,
and states and provinces across
the continent from Florida to
British Columbia and Arizona
to Vermont were represented.
Responses to the weekend
were enthusiastic. In comments on the evaluation questionnaire, one parent wrote,
"We couldn't be more pleased with the wonderful
weekend we spent at Dordt.
We couldn't have chosen a

better college and Christian environment. "

The weekend began with a
music festival on Friday evening, which included the band,
orchestra,
choirs,
and
ensembles. Saturday brought a
light-hearted
President's
Brunch, a sampling of classes,
a rousing volleyball tournament, an evening dinner, and
an entertaining play. Parents
toured campus, took their
children
shopping,
and
talked with fellow parents,
friends of their children, and
professors.

One parent wrote, "Thanks
for the great weekend. It's a
wonderful feeling to know that
our children are instructed by
caring Christian professors
who are interested in their
well-being. "
Several people echoed this
comment: "We really enjoyed
the day. Can't wait til next
year."
For those of you with
children or grandchildren at
Dordt next year, mark October
21 and 22 on your 1994 calendar and join us for another enjoyable weekend.
0

Parents' Day
Weekend in
1994 is
October 21-22

Parents' Day becomes a family reunion for Vander Woudes
Dawn Bakker

Ten
students at Dordt
this year got to see not only
their parents but also their
grandparents and aunts and
uncles on Parents' Day. Simon
and Elsie Vander Woude from
San Marcos, California, were
warmly welcomed on Parents'
Day, along with their five
children and their spouses. The
couple, have ten grandchildren
currently attending Dordt.
The Vander Woudes, who
have forty-one grandchildren,
enjoyed their visit to Dordt,
but especially the time they
were able to spend with their
grandchildren.
Annetta De
Jong, a junior,
says her
grandpa "never smiled so
much. Everyone noticed."
N one of the Vander
Woude's five children attended
Dordt, but as Simon Vander
Woude points out, "It used to
be that not so many went to
college-now everybody is going." His son William, a
dairyman in Ramona, California, says much the same thing.
Even though he and his brother
and sisters never had the opportunity to attend college, he
says, "When the next generation does, you want them to go
to a Christian
college."
William and Willy Vander
Woude, of Ramona, California, have two daughters attending Dordt; Corinna, a junior,
and Ellie, a sophomore.
Ellie says she found out
about Dordt from her older
brother and sister. She and her
sister see each other quite a bit,
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and even though she may not
see the cousins as much, they
always stop and talk when they
see each other. She says she's
closer to the California cousins
than the ones that live in Idaho,
simply because she sees them
a lot more.
The weekend was great fun,
especially coffee time each
night at the Econolodge, where
they talked and joked with
each other into the night. Ellie
says, "It was good to have
everyone back."
Gerrit Brouwer, a freshman
also from Ramona, California,
is one of the four freshman
cousins. Gerrit says he sees
these cousins quite a bit, but
doesn't see the others too
much. He and his older
brother, Doug, a senior, are
both in Dordt's engineering
program. Their parents, Koos
and Joanne Brouwer, have five
sons, all of whom have
attended Dordt for at least one
year. Gerrit says his parents
wanted him to come to Dordt
for a year to try it, and says he
has decided to stay.
Gerrit says the extended
family used to vacation
together about every other year
at Bass Lake, near Yosemite,
California, but it's getting
harder now that the cousins are
getting older. It was good to
see them all again and go out
for dinner as a big group, he
says-especially
since the
parents paid.
Henry Vander Stelt from
Kuna, Idaho, is another of the
freshman cousins. His sisters
Julie and Theresa, a senior and

Front Row: left to.right: Theresa and Julie Vander Stelt, Elsie and Simon Vander Woude, Corinna and Ellie Vander Woude.
Annetta and Arie De Jong, Gerrit and Doug Brouwer.

Back Row: Henry Vander Stelt, Simon Vander Woude,

a sophomore, really liked
Dordt and encouraged him to
come, too. Henry says he
came to Dordt primarily
because of its engineering
program.
While he doesn't see his
cousins a whole lot, he and his
sisters make a point of getting
together once a week to talk.
Henry says the weekend with
the whole family was "pretty
loud, but pretty fun." The
Vander Stelts are some of the
"Idaho" cousins, children of
Dennis and Tracy Vander Stelt
of Kuna, Idaho.
Annetta and Arie, children
of Rudy and Etta De Jong of
San Marcos, California, are
the fifth and sixth children in
their family to attend Dordt.

Annetta is a junior business adntinistration major, and Arie is
a freshman agriculture major.
Simon Vander Woude, the
oldest son of John and Judy
Vander Woude of Nampa,
Idaho, is also a freshman
agriculture major.
During Parents' Weekend,
the family joined
for a
luncheon, at which Dr. Hulst
and Simon Vander Woude
spoke. As a remembrance
of Parents' Day, the elder
Vander Woudes left the busy
weekend with a pair of matching gold and black sweatshirts (Dordt's colors) with
"Pake" on the back of one
and "Beppe" on the other
(Frisian for "Grandpa" and
"Grandma").
0

, 'Grandpa never
smiled so much.
Everyone noticed."
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Parents of many places and occupations visit Dordt
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Opening the doors of Eastern Europe changes life for Beukemas
Dawn Bakker

Cor and Geri Beukema

, 'It was the opening

of the Communist
countries-something
they had been praying for for yearsthat finally cost
Beukema his job.' ,

Cor and Geri Beukema
were two of the more than 500
parents on campus this fall for
Parents' Day. Bringing people
from across North America,
Parents'
Day reflects the
variety of backgrounds and
families from which Dordt
students come.
The Beukemas, parents of
freshman Ellen Beukema,
have lived in Tacoma,
Washington, and in the United
States, for only two years.
They say that Sioux Center's
friendly small community, so
different from the big city they
now live in, is a lot more like
Ermelo, The Netherlands,
their home before coming to
North America.
In Europe, Beukema worked
for twenty years smuggling
Bibles into Communist countries with Brother Andrew and
the Open Doors Ministry.
"The Lord opens the door,"
Beukema says, thinking back
on his work. At one time, he
says, families and friends
would bring Bibles along with
them on vacation into Eastern
Europe.
However,
border
guards gradually became more
suspicious, and it became
harder to bring Bibles across
the border. Beukema began by
making secret compartments in
cars for Bibles, and then actually brought Bibles into
Communist countries himself.
The motto of Open Doors,
says Mrs. Beukema, is "to
bring God's word to countries
where no one else could bring
it. " The people in such countries certainly were glad to
receive
Bibles.
Beukema
recalls one instance when he
and a companion were delivering Bibles in Moscow. As they

came to one house, he says,
"They pulled us in by the door
and right away were on their
knees, thanking and praising
the Lord and kissing the
Bible." Beukema adds, "We
have so many translationsand never think about it. They
were so happy about it."
Bringing Bibles into Communist countries always involved danger. How dangerous it was depended upon
whose border it was. When
Bibles
were found,
the
response varied greatly-the
literature might be taken, or
even the vehicle, or you might
be imprisoned for months.
Often if guards suspected that
two people were smuggling
Bibles, they would place each
in a separate room and interrogate them, to see if their
answers matched up.
Beukema didn't worry too
much about the danger of his
job and the fact that he had a
family. "I knew I was in the
Lord's way," he says, "and I
knew he would take care of my
family. " Beukema says it
wasn't always easy, but it was
more difficult for his wife. For
him, it was exciting and different every day, while she had
to wait at home.
Mrs.
Beukema adds, "He knew
what he was doing, and that he
should be doing it."
At the same time, Beukema
often got nervous
when
preparing to enter a Communist country. He always
prayed to ask for protection.
He says, "You pray about it
and then you have to give it
over. Sometimes it goes easier
than other times." The Lord
looks after his own, as several
of Beukema's stories show.
On one occasion, when
Beukema and a friend were

crossing the border from
Bulgaria into Romania to
distribute Bibles, the customs
official, a woman (generally
tougher to get past than men,
according to Beukema) tapped
along the length of the car to
see if there were any secret
compartments. Exactly at the
spot where the Bibles were
hidden, she stopped knocking.
Another
time,
when
Beukema
was delivering
Bibles in Moscow, a man from
Siberia arrived at the same
time to pick up Bibles. A
brother in the Lord, living
10,000 miles away in Siberia,
said that the Lord spoke to
him, telling him to go to
Moscow to pick up Bibles.
The Siberian who undertook
the journey understood why
when he found out that
Beukema had just arrived with
Bibles.
Beukema says, "It's very
exciting when you see the
Lord's timing. You make a
plan because you have to make
a plan. But then it's very nice
to see the Lord confirm that it
was the right time."
The Beukemas had to be
very quiet about the kind of
work Mr. Beukema was doing. Even the children didn't
know until they were older.
Ellen says all she and her two
sisters knew was that their dad
was gone a lot. "Kids would
ask, 'what does your dad do?'
and we wouldn't know what to
say, because they had never
talked about it."
When Ellen was old enough
to know what her father was
doing, she went along with
him on one of his. trips to
Romania. But Ellen says she
never thought much about the
danger of her father's job. "I
grew up with it," she says,

"so it was normal for me. "
She recalls the different smell
and the different look of
Eastern Europe. She says you
can really tell the difference
between poor and rich, and her
father adds that Romania is
forty years behind the Western
European
countries.
The
children in Romania were
amazed at Ellen's blond hair
and blue eyes .• 'They treat you
like a queen," she says.
It was the opening of the
Communist
countriessomething they had been praying for for years-that finally
cost Beukema his job. When
East Germany opened, followed by Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Poland, and many
other countries, Bibles could
be brought by the truckloads.
Churches and people with
family in the newly opened
countries
brought
them
literature, food, and clothing.
But although Communist
countries are now open, the
Beukemas remind us that
they still need a lot of prayer
and have a desperate need for
good teachers.
Muslims,
Jehovah's
Witnesses,
and
Mormons are entering the
country and influencing many
people. They add that many
countries can't handle the
freedom well after so much
suppression, either.
Beukema works at a dairy
now, very tame work compared to what he used to do.
Ellen says her dad is home a
lot more with this new job, but
he misses his work in Europe,
too. She says that when he
talks about his time in Europe
working for Open Doors, he
gets excited about it, and she
adds, "He does miss it- it
was his job, he felt like he had
to do it."
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The Impact of Evolutionary
Theory: A Christian View
by Russell

MASTER OF EnDeATI

--

_____

Maatman

Maatman, Dordt College emeritus professor of chemistry,
explores the foundations of evolutionary theory and the
influenceof evolutionary thinking on a wide range of subjects, from psychology to art. Included is an analysis of
the nature of science, a critique of the evolutionary
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Preparing leaders in Christian education
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scenario, and a discussion of differing views of the nature
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Application deadline for the
summer term is April 30. For
more information contact Dr.

Jack Fennema, Director of
Graduate Education, Dordt
College, Sioux Center, Iowa
51250; (712) 722-6226
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and place of human beings.
paperback, 318 pgs, $12.95
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Programs

Pre-professional programs boast high acceptance rates
Sally Jongsma

Dordt is a good choice
for pre-professional study, say
the faculty who advise students
interested in such areas as law,
medicine, and the ministry.
You may be thinking, "Of
course they say that; their
livelihood depends on getting
students here." But these professors' convictions are more
than self-serving; they are based
on student experience.
Almost all professional programs look for students with a
broad liberal arts background.
Law schools, medical schools,
and seminaries see themselves
as training leaders, not just
technicians in a particular area.
Students they accept must
demonstrate sensitivity to social
issues, relationships, and community involvement.
"Good grades are crucial for
acceptance into these programs,
but grades alone are not
enough," says Dr. Al Mennega,
advisor' for pre-med students.
Applicants need to be able to
demonstrate involvement and
commitment.
Broad-based
liberal arts
education happens best at
smaller institutions where a core
curriculum is an integral part of
the program. Dordt's general
education courses and reformational perspective give students
a framework and a solid
knowledge base, says Dr.
Wayne Kobes, advisor to presem students. Taking courses in
history, English, communication, philosophy, psychology,
the arts, and science, all taught
in the light of God's Word,
helps students understand how
to bring glory to God in almost
any profession they choose. The
knowledge gained through such
courses makes students aware of
the interrelationships of life. It
opens their eyes and hearts to
the needs of other people.
Dr. Tom Visker, advisor to
pre-physical therapy students,
believes that this background
helps students treat whole people, not just injuries.
Donald King, pre-law advisor,
says it gives law students a foundation for thinking, pushing
them to see more clearly the
ethical dimension of their work.
Another factor that adds to the
success
of Dordt
preprofessional students is the
regular personal attention and
close mentoring relationship
they have with faculty.

In a recent note to the HPER
department, Tammy (Groen)
Michaelsen ('88), the director of
physical therapy at Hamilton
County Public Hospital, wrote,
"I strongly believe that if I
hadn't gone to Dordt, I wouldn't
have been accepted into the program [at the University of Minnesota]. With the small class
size I was able to get more individual attention and better
grades (which you know is
essential) than if I had gone to
a university right away. The
field experience course taught
me a lot, and the hours helped
my application too, I'm sure."
"Students at Dordt have a
good work ethic," says Mennega, who gives credit to
students. "We in turn expect
them to work hard. If expectations are high, students will
usually work hard to meet
them. " For those who have difficulty, Mennega says, he helps
them examine study habits and
identify problem areas.
Dordt's individual studies major is a another benefit for Dordt
pre-professional students. It
creates the flexibility needed for
these soon-to-be specialists to
pick courses from diverse areas.
Kirk Vander Pol, a pre-sem
junior, chose the individual
studies major because he feels
it will give him exposure to a
wide range of knowledge and
issues. The flexibility of the major allows him to distribute his
courses between areas such as
history, philosophy, theology,
psychology, communication,
and English. He believes this
will give him the best preparation for the ministry.
But as the saying goes, "The
proof is in the pudding. " Dordt
students have been very successful in gaining admission to
professional schools. Mennega
can think of only three students
during his tenure of twenty-nine
years who were not accepted into medical school, a profession
where competition is stiff. Two
of those were turned down
because they lacked English
language proficiency. A small
number had to wait a year to get
in. Getting into a graduate program in physical therapy is also
tough. Iowa schools usually
receive over 300 applications
for forty spots. Nevertheless,
five out of six Dordt graduates
have been accepted into these
programs in the last three years.
King says that although most
students with a B average can
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get in somewhere, most pre-law
students have been accepted at
institutions where they wanted
to study.
"It can be an advantage to go
to a smaller
school for
undergraduate pre-law study,"
says King. "Law schools like to
balance
their
classes
geographically with students
from public and private schools.
Good students from small,
liberal arts colleges have a good
chance of getting accepted."
Pre-vet students, like many
pre-professional students, are
often limited to applying to their
state school because of state
funding quotas. Most Dordt
graduates who have applied
have earned a spot based on
their strong science background
and their experience with local
veterinarians, says advisor
Duane Bajema.
Letters of recommendation
from practicing veterinarians are
an important part of the application process, Bajema adds. The
abundance of opportunities in
Dordt's local community to ride
along and observe both large
and small animal care is a significant advantage for students.
Many students have found
that their academic preparation
gives them an advantage in the
their program.
Lyndon Gritters (' 84) now in
a medical imaging residency in
Houston, says he wondered how
he would compare academically
to others from larger programs.
"My preparation was more than
adequate," he says.
"I found that you can do high
quality research within a small
program," he adds, citing projects supervised by biology pro-

fessor Mennega and chemistry
professor Russell Maatman. "I
had the freedom to work on
research that I wanted to do, not
fit it into some professor's project.' ,
Gritters credits his success to
a strong science background and
exposure to the humanities and
philosophy. "Such courses
teach you how to think and how
to interact and evaluate other
ideas and beliefs," he says. He
finds that background particularly helpful as he makes
choices about ethical issues in
his daily work.
All of the pre-professional advisors list this development of
a Christian way of looking at the
world and a commitment to a
life of service as a top benefit
for students and a high personal
priority in their teaching. In the
end it may be the most important thing we can give them,
says Kobes.
Ruth Harthoorn Kocisko, a
lawyer in Washington, D.C.,
says law school can too easily
be a technician's
schoollearning to be a lawyer, not
unlike learning to be a plumber.
"In my school, at least, we
never talked about what justice
is," she says. She relied on her
undergraduate
liberal arts
background to prod her thinking about such issues. "Lawyers
are called to serve in many
leadership roles," she adds. A
broad liberal arts education that
emphasizes thinking, speaking,
and writing about a range of
issues is the best preparation any
lawyer can have, she says. "I
feel like I'd have had a vacuum
in my head if I hadn't studied
the things I did in college."O

Dordt science majors have established

a reputation for strong academic
preparation.

, 'Almost all professional programs look
for students with a
broad liberal arts
background. , ,

"Dordt

students

have been very
successful in
gaining admission
to professional
schools.' ,
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Residence life is a
big part of a
college education
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Dawn Bakker

Susan Mahaffy from Oregon lives in
East Hall where she has developed
friendships with others from across
North America and beyond.

Kevin Casperson from California and
Rob Faber from Iowa have lived
together for two years.

6

College
can make you
grow up in a hurry, Most
freshmen arrive at college convinced that high school wasn't
so hard-college can't be too
much worse. The first round
of exams often shatters that notion. Or, if exams don't do it,
putting off a major assignment
until the night before it's due
might. Many students learn
responsibility, independence,
and time management in a very
short time after coming to
college.
Kendall Vermilion, from
Mesa, Arizona, and a resident
assistant
in East Hall,
overheard one freshman girl
say excitedly to another at the
beginning of the year, "College is like one big slumber
party. " That attitude quickly
disappeared after mid-term
grades came out, Kendall
hastens to add, Instead of open
doors and busy hallways,
many girls shut the doors, sat
down at their desks, and
studied.
Time management is crucial
to success in college. All of
college, both inside and outside of the classroom, is a learning experience, and the two
have to be balanced for real
education to happen.
College represents the first
time many students have been
away from home for an extended period of time. It also
gives them more unstructured
time than many of them have
had since they started school.
Aside from the fifteen to twenty hours spent in class, most of
students' time is theirs to
schedule. It can be a lot of fun,
but it can be trying at times,
too.

"T
v
Dawn Bakker from Manitoba, Christian Godeke from Massachusetts
ward Island made a cozy living area under the loft in their room.

Paradoxically, the thing that
many people like and dislike
the most about residence life
is the large number of people
who are always around. Seth
Bakker, a freshman from
British Columbia, lives in
North Hall, which has rooms
that house two people each,
with one large communal
bathroom on each of three
floors. Seth says he likes being able to walk down the hall
and talk to so many friends. He
also likes being able to borrow
music from a lot of people. At
the same time, he wishes occasionally that he could have
a little more privacy to play his
guitar, study, or have devotions without interruptions.
Kara Van Heyst from Idaho
also lives in East Hall. She
says she's had to learn how to
be considerate when sharing a
room. Like many others, she
always had her own room at
home. She gets along with her
roommate and enjoys dorm
life, but says, "Sometimes I'd
like a little more time alone."
While North and East Hall
house mostly freshmen, West
Hall is where the majority of
sophomores live. In West
Hall, four people live together
in two rooms divided by a
bathroom. Mike Schiebout, a
sophomore from Minnesota,
says living in West is definitely
different than living in North
Hall. Sharing a floor bathroom
as in North automatically
means there is more interaction between people in different rooms. But he is enjoying living with three other guys
and getting to be really good
friends with them as they learn
to work together and to share.
Sometimes it's tough to get
along with others when you're
not in a good mood, Mike
says. It's annoying, too, when
there's a phone call for someone else while you're trying to
sleep. But the trying times are
balanced with the good times.
Most juniors and seniors live
in East Campus apartments

and Janneke Van Nieuwenhuyzen

rather than residence halls.
The apartments have three
bedrooms, a living room/sitting room, and a bathroom.
Apartments seem more like
home simply because they are
a little more roomy. Senior
Standish De Vries from The
Netherlands says his apartment
provides a base for him. He
really appreciates his roommates, but adds with a laugh,
"I don't know if I'm the best
roommate for them." That's
because Stan gets up early to
work out and goes to bed late
at night after dance rehearsals.
Erika Knight from Ontario
lives in East Campus in a
cooking apartment with five
other girls. One of the best
parts of her day is sitting down

Scott Vanden Berg shares a two bedroom suite with three other sophomores.

with her roommates at 6: 00 to
eat supper together and then
just sitting around and talking.
At times it's tough to be nice
to five people after a stressful
day and not be by herself, she
says, but she's glad that there
are always people around and
that someone is always willing
to take a study break and eat
ice cream.
Two years ago, Erika spent
a year on a service/volunteer
project and lived with four
other girls. The five of them
really worked at being close.
"Here," she says, "we're

from Prince Ed-

b

a
often too busy to work at being close."
Not everyone would agree.
Marie Vander Stell, a freshman from Oregon, says, "In
three months, my friends here
know me as well as my high
school friends from home."
College necessarily teaches
independence. Seth says it's a
challenge to discover your own
morals and attitudes through
discussion, but admits he has
grown through it. Kara says
she's had to learn how to handle money by herself. Fortunately there are plenty of people around to give you advice,
talk to you, or study with you.
Sometimes humor breaks the
pace. Seth recalls a guy across
the hall who was really tired one
morning and took lotion to the
shower instead of shampoo.
Kara laughs as she tells about a
girl who accidentally got locked
out of her room wearing only
her bathrobe. She couldn't find
anyone with keys to let her in.
Standish remembers a night
when his whole apartment had
just gone to bed and the phone
rang, so he got up to answer
it. Someone knocked on the
door, but since Stan was in his
briefs, one of his roommates
got up to answer it. Just when
the room returned to darkness
and quiet, the phone rang
again. Then the heating system
started to stink and make
noise. They all got up to fix it.
Standish says with a grin that
they got a lot less sleep than
they expected that night.
In the end it is the people
and the friendships that often
help hold things together for
students. Finding the right
balance of time spent with
books and time with friends
often comes by trial and error.
But most students committed
to getting an education find a
way to work it out well before
the end of the first semester.
And they usually find the support and care of a circle of
friends that may last for a
lifetime.
0
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Campus memorial recalls students
who died while at Dordt
On
October
12, a
special chapel was held to
dedicate a student memorial in
memory
of the thirteen
students who have died while
members of Dordt's student
body. The memorial consists
of individual pictures and a
short biography of each of the
students, as well as a plaque
reading "Thanks be to God! He
gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ" (I Corinthians 15:57). It hangs in the
Student Union Building.
Vice president for student
affairs Nicholas Kroeze says
the idea for the memorial came
after Diane Bandstra
died.
Bandstra
was killed in an
automobile accident last year.
He found that there was no
policy or procedure for dealing with families
of the

deceased. He began to wonder
how many students had passed
away while at Dordt, and felt
it would be good to establish
an official set of records to
show respect for the students'
memories.
The response
of family
members was very positive.
Each family was invited, and
seven of the thirteen families
were represented at the dedication chapel. Many family members sent cards and letters expressing their gratitude and their
hope that people would not
forget those students who have
died. Kroeze says, "One thing
we try to emphasize at Dordt
College is Christian community.
The impact (of the students'
deaths) is still felt, they still bear
witness
to their faith and
character through the memories.
We want to preserve that." 0

Second annual English symposium
funded by Iowa Humanities Board
Dordt's
English department hosted the second in its
series of annual symposiums.
Dr. Susan Van Zan ten Gallagher,
an authority on South African literature, spoke on "Christianity
and Literature in South AfricaImpoverishment
or Enrichment?" V an Zanten Gallagher,
who teaches at Seattle Pacific
University, was drawn to South
African literature,
she says,
because of its communal focus
and the influence of Calvinist
theology. She also wanted to
understand how Calvinist Christians could have promoted the
practice of apartheid.
A Thursday evening lecture
was followed on Friday by

discussion sessions on South
African
literature,
giving
students and faculty an opportunity
to broaden
their
understanding
of another
culture's
literature.
Van
Zanten Gallagher is the author
of several books and articles,
among them A Story of South

Africa: 1.M. Coetzee's Fiction
in Context. The work won her
a Choice Award for Outstanding Academic Book in 1993.
She is also co-author of the
volume literature Through the
Eyes of Faith, one in a series
put out by the Christian College Coalition.
Van Zanten
Gallagher's
visit was made
possible by a grant from the
Iowa Humanities Board.
0

Students spend Halloween collecting
food for needy people
Dordt
students gave a
new slant to Halloween this year
by going around to Sioux Center
homes to collect food instead of
candy. The students asked residents to donate nonperishable
food items and essential toiletries
such as toilet paper, toothpaste,
shampoo, and soap. The items
were given to shore up the supplies at Mid-Sioux
Opportunities for distribution throughout the year.
The effort was initiated by the
North Hall Council of Dordt
College, chaired by residence
directors Kevin Wassenaar and
Mark Vande Zande and including one student from each
wing of the dormitory.
The
group spread the word to the
councils of the other college
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housing units, to get as many
students as possible to take part.
"Last year my church youth
group of twenty-two kids from
Bethel CRC collected about
thirty-five bags of goods," says
Wassenaar. "Annual collections
during the Thanksgiving-toChristmas season usually have
to last Mid-Sioux through the
whole year to come, and the
need is great."
"This is one of many proposals that North Hall has successfully put forward in past
years," says Wassenaar. "Our
discussions and initiatives give
the students a better understanding of the petition-to-results process," he explains. Other proposals may seem small and internal, but they have met par-

ticular needs, he says, such as
additional outdoor lighting between residence halls for increased night safety, computer
room rules, new towel racks, or
even door signs.

The students have also been
taking the first steps toward
sponsoring
disadvantaged
children
in other countries
through a Christian educational
agency.
0

Van Den Broek wins district organ
competition, moves to regional
Rita
Van Den Broek, a
junior from Pella, Iowa, was
awarded a first-place rating for
her organ performance
in the
Wurlitzer
Collegiate
Artist
Competition
for Iowa on
November 20.
The state competition,
held
at Wartburg College in Waverly,
was sponsored by the Music
Teachers National Association.
Van Den Broek's accomplishment entitles her to perform in
the divisional competition
at
The College of St. Catherine
in St. Paul, Minnesota,
in
mid-January.
For the competition Van Den
Broek was judged on her performance of a forty-five minute
recital program of music chosen
from specified categories. Three
of the requirements were: a major work by J .S. Bach, a complete suite, and music composed
after 1960.

Her program's selections were
Bach's "Prelude and Fugue in b

minor," a seven-movement suite
by Clerambault titled "Suite du
Premier Ton," "Drop, Drop,
Slow Tears" by Persichetti, and
a movement called "Litanies"
by Jehan Alain.
Van Den Broek is the first
Dordt College student performer to be chosen by Dordt
College professor of music Dr.
Joan Ringerwole to enter the
MTNA competition.
She has
been studying organ performance for the past five semesters with Dr. Ringerwole.
"It's very exciting to advance to the divisional level, "
says Van Den Broek; "I don't
know the expertise I will be up
against."
She says last year's
roster of performers
in the
divisional
competition
included students in master's
programs.
0

Rita Van Den Broek

Dordt hosts NATS auditions,
Kooi wins honorable mention
Dordt
College hosted 200
college musicians from all across
the state November 12 and 13,for
the National Association
of
Teachers of Singing (NA TS)
Iowa District student auditions.
On
Friday
afternoon
students performed selections
for solo voice with accompaniment and were judged
by
panels of two or three NATS
teachers.
Three
rounds
of
auditions were held, with only
the best making it to the finals,
Four Dordt College students
were chosen for semi-final competition:
Nicole
Nibbelink,
Cathy Branderhorst,
Sherri
Van de Hoef, and Eric Kooi.

Kooi's
performance
in the
semi-finals
advanced him to
the finals where he was awarded
an honorable mention.
"We
were honored
that
Dordt College was chosen as
host for this year," says Pam
DeHaan, who teaches voice at
Dordt. She and Deb Vogel,
who also teaches voice, were
among the adjudicators for the
competition.
Among
the colleges
and
universities represented
were
Dordt,
Northwestern,
Briar
Cliff,
Morningside,
Iowa
State, the University of Iowa,
the University
of Northern
Iowa, Drake, Coe, Central,
Wartburg,
and Luther.
0

Theatre arts hosts Improv Fest
Thirty-eight
students
from four area high schools
took part in an "ImprovFest"
sponsored by Dordt College
Theatre Arts on November 19.
Through a variety of games
and workshops the students increased their theatre skills,
learned to focus their acting
energy, and developed characrers for short presentations.
In the morning session, guests
were divided into teams for
workshops and theatre games
led by Dordt College professors
and students. The afternoon

highlight was a light-hearted
competition in which each team
developed a 15- to 20-minute
improvisation based on a fairy
tale. Each had to use two assigned props, one song and a dance.
The Brothers Grimm would be
surprised at the many variations
on their and others'
timehallowed tales.
"The students certainly had
fun," says Dordt's coordinator
Simon du Toit. He was pleased
with the comments of teachers
and high schools students alike
and hopes Dordt can host a
similar event in the future. 0

Engineering
receives Iowa Energy
Center grant
T he engineering department recently received
word that the Iowa Energy
Center will fund a student
project to study the feasibility
of a cistern-based heat pump.
The project, which began as
a senior design project for
Mike Adams
and Brent
Tjeerdsma last year, will employ two teams of engineering students this year. One
team will work with a
theoretical
model to do a
transient
analysis
of the
system. A second team will
upgrade the data gathering
procedure
and study collected operating data so that
the students can perform an
economic
analysis of the
true costs and benefits of the
system.
The $9113 grant will also
employ
Mike Adams to
supervise
the project and
enable the students to purchase some equipment
to
improve
data
collecting.
0
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Dr. Bob Goudzwaard
Each year Dordt College hosts
the President '5 Convocation, a
presentation by a recognized expert in some field or on some
issue. The goal is to increase the
college community '5 awareness of
cultural issues and provide a
forum for dialogue within classes
and around campus. This year's
speaker was Dr. Bob Goudzwaard, a Christian economist at
the Free University in Amsterdam. He has written and spoken
extensively. We share the text of
his address with you our community spread North America.

-

Dr. Bob Goudzwaard

Comparing
American
poverty with world poverty
might appear to be like comparing grapefruit and walnuts.
Poverty in the United States is
very different from poverty in
a country such as Ethiopia: most
children here are not starving
because of a lack of food. But
although we should not make
simplistic comparisons, there
are parallels in the growth of
poverty worldwide.
The early '60s was a time of
hope. People thought that with
enough money and technology
the problem of poverty could
be solved in twenty to thirty
years. It was the beginning of
the so-called
decade
of
development, an effort to drive
poverty from the world. The
United States' war on poverty
began in 1964 with President
Lyndon Johnson's plan for a
Great Society in which there
would be no poverty.
Now in the '90s we realize that
these predictions have turned
out very differently. The United
Nations Development Report of
1990-1993 compares the income
of the richest twenty percent of
the world's population with that
of the poorest twenty percent.
In 1960, the richest twenty percent of people were earning on
average thirty times more than
the poorest twenty percent. In
1990, despite
efforts
to
eliminate poverty, the richest
twenty percent earned sixty
times more than the poorest
twenty percent. Quite obviously, poverty is on the rise.
Bread for the World Institute
has released figures showing
that the number of persons in the
United States without enough
food increased fifty percent since

1985. One in eight Americans
is now regularly hungry, including nearly ten million Americans under eighteen.

•••
How is it possible that despite
our efforts to deal with hunger,
the problem has grown even in
countries like the United States?
Some have a simple explanation-bad U.S. policy. But if that
were the problem, the situationin
Europe should be different. It is
not. Since 1980 poverty has also
increased there. Forty-five million people in the European community have a direct awareness
of hunger. They speak there of
the "new poverty" to describe
this phenomenon of poverty
arising in the midst of plenty. So
poor U.S. policy is not the real
explanation.
Some blame capitalism for
the increase in poverty. But if
that were so, why has poverty
increased most significantly in
the last two decades? Blaming
capitalism is also too simplistic
an explanation.
Others say there is not
enough food on earth to feed
everyone. That argument, too,
is inaccurate. Gandhi once
said, "In the world there is
enough for everyone's need,
but not for everyone's greed. "
The earth still has the capacity
to feed more people than
presently live here. We must
look deeper for an explanation.
To do that I want to look at
where poverty is becoming
more intense in both the world
and the United States.

•••
Poverty in the United States
has increased in three main

areas. The first is among people who have no work. With
unemployment
comes
a
decline in income. This obviously has consequences for
the children of those who are
unemployed. Losing ajob can
bring people to the brink of

CENTRAL

AMERICA

poverty. A second area is
among people who have lost
their home, often because of
divorce or separation. Paying
for a home is difficult to do by
yourself.
The third group arises out of
similar circumstances. They are
single parent families, usually
women with children. Single
parent families are among the
poorest of the poor in the United
States. They are usually people
without a hopeful future, often
living in a lower class or ghetto
situation. There is also a great
deal of rural poverty.

•••
You may still think that
comparing these forms of
poverty in rich countries with
those in poor countries is too
extreme. Most poor countries
have no resources and no
possibility of exporting to earn
an income. Many are overburdened with debt. Comparing these Fourth World situations with jobless, homeless,

o

and broken families in the
United States seems farfetched. Nevertheless, I think
there is a link between the two
problems. I will try to explain
that link by the "law of increasing scarcity."
Scarcity is something we all
know. We cannot watch television or read a newspaper
without noticing that there is
not enough money to do
everything we think should be
done. There seems to be a lack
of money for good environmental care or universal
hospital care. Deciding what is
really necessary in the midst of
our rich society causes continual tension. The intensity of
this tension has increased in
the last thirty years. Rich
societies are experiencing increasing scarcity. Such a situation doesn't seem to make
sense. If we are becoming
more rich, we should have
more means to allocate to of
doing other things. But in fact,
as the Dutch social philosopher
Hans Achterhuis writes, the
modern domain is a domain of
scarcity. He says that the word

, 'scarcity" was not present
three generations ago. Of
course, people were aware of
hunger in the world and problems in society, but a general
scarcity or lack of means is a
new phenomenon. It is a new
feature of rich societies.
How is it possible that scarcity is growing? It is because
we live in a society in which
not only are the means we use
to fulfill our needs growing,
but our desires are growing
faster
than our means.
Economists have always supposed that needs are given
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and increased means will fewer resources be available to
decrease scarcity. The reality share with other countries, but
any aid from the North will
is different. The Christian
social philosopher Rene Girard first be directed to those counsays that our modern society tries from the South who have
development
potentialhas one crucial characteristic:
people imitate each other's
countries that might be a proneeds.
fitable market for us. There is
It was not always so in our diminishing interest in counsociety. At one time people ac- . tries who really need help. The
cepted their place in a specific only thing that grows for them
social group with a certain
is their debt.
standard ofliving. As equality
in modern society has inBut what is the link between
creased people take others as
a model for what they want for increasing scarcity and inthemselves. Seeing another
creasing
poverty
in our
have something we don't
modern
European
and
makes us feel that we are mis- American societies? First of
sing out. The tendency is to try all, if a society is oriented to
to restore equality as soon as acquiring
more material
possible.
goods, that society is not free
Just a week ago I was driv- in its economic processes. It
ing behind a huge truck that needs to give the highest
said, "This truck is filled with priority to efficiency and profurniture for your neighbor.
ductivity because without high
we lose the
When will they see it in front productivity,
of your house?" That is the means to allocate funds for
kind of imitation I am talking
needs.
about. People have grown accustomed to imitating each
other in what they want to
have. The problem is that if
our needs are based on what
others have there IS no
criterion by which to decide
what is enough. Our needs will
only accumulate, leaving people feeling unhappy because
AUSTRAL.IA
they don't have as much as
their neighbors. But if I have
However, high productivity
a heart attack shouldn't I have
access to at least the same usually uses more capital than
treatment, with the most ad- labor. Most technology is
vanced technology, as some- capital-intensive and creates
the possibility of a rapid inone else in my society?
crease of productivity, but
often with less labor input than
What does this all have to do before. Since 1970, therefore,
with poverty In the Third we have seen a phenomenon
called
jobless
World? My hypothesis is this: develop
growth-economic
growth
if rich nations are confronted
with growing needs in their without a parallel increase of
own population, they will be jobs. Such a situation conless inclined to share their tributes to poverty.
The second link may be a litresources with other countries.
Like economists, most people tle more difficult to underhave thought that if we become stand. In a society oriented to
more wealthy we will have the increase of productivity in
more to share with those who its vast economic sectors, not
are poor. But that is not what all sectors can increase prohappens. In fact, willingness to ductivity as rapidly as others.
Think of a hospital. A
share seems to diminish as
wealth increases. We see that hospital cannot expect nurses
In diminishing
funds for to give two percent more attendevelopmental aid. The inter- tion to patients than the year
before or plan to treat two pernational report ofthe Nyerere
Commission, "Challenge to cent more patients than the
the South" says that rich coun- year before. So while intries' attitudes toward aid has dustrial sectors can increase
hardened in the eighties. It is rapidly in productivity, care
also harder for needy countries sectors often lag behind. In
society as a whole, income
to borrow money today.
So I think there is a link be- standards are based on the
tween poverty in the United most productive sectors of
States and the rest of the society. If productivity and
therefore income increases by
world. In a society of increasing scarcity, not only will three or four percent, the nurse
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should also have an increase in
income of three or four percent. But the growth of productivity in that sector IS
lower. Consequently while industrial products remain stable
or even decrease in price,
everything related to care of
people and land increases in
price because it is so labor intensive. As a result a good
nurse may be replaced by a
robot because a robot can do
the work for a lower price.
People are driving each other
out of society. Labor intensive
jobs that involve caring for other
people and nature are being
eliminated. This is the price of
ongomg Income growth in
western
societies:
laborintensive services become more
and more expensive.
Technology is taking the
place of human activity.
Families that are poor need access to schools and medical
care as well as other families.
But the prices and costs of
these services
rrse more
rapidly than the price of luxury goods. So, if these
families' income remains the
same, they will be even more
poor than before.

growing poverty and secularization or unwillingness to
follow the Savior. That is hard
to deal with. Girard makes a

A F RICA

, 'People have
grown accustomed to
imitating each other
in what they want to
have. The problem is
that if our needs are
based on what others
have there is no
criterion by which to
decide what is
enough. Our needs
will only accumulate,
leaving people feeling
unhappy because
they don't have as
much as their
neighbors.' ,

helpful comparison, however.
He uses the image of a hurricane with whirling winds, in
the midst of which is an eye
where things are quiet. He
compares modern society to a
whirlwind of desire to have
more. The quiet center is love,
in which the desire to imitate
falls away. Love takes away
division and rivalry. Real love
drives out the desire to imitate
and gives us the willingness to
accept each other. Hope also
plays a role here. If it is true
that the root of poverty is not
technical and economical but
spiritual, then taking another
look at the assumptions of our
society could lead to possible
solutions to poverty.
Just a week ago I was at a
All of these examples lead
me to the conclusion that, to. conference on the changing
a large extent, the problem of global climate. Weather patterns are changing. Human efgrowing poverty is a spiritual
problem in our modern so- forts now seem to have come
ciety. It is not a technical prob- so far that even the foundations
lem that can be cured by a lit- of the earth are affected. Contle economic or technical ex- ferees came to the conclusion
pertise. It has to do with that industrial nations have to
lifestyles. The acquisition of explore "the richness of the
things in our culture influences sufficiency of wealth." We
usually think about limits to
wealth or the restraints to the
acquisition
of wealth as
something nasty. But it is the
other way around. Maybe our
society with its rivalry, competition, and haste, takes away
peace because of its lack of •
sufficiency. Jesus in the gospel
of John says, I have come to
INDIA
give them life and abundancy.
What is abundance? Itis havEUROPE.
and puts pressure on all other ing more than enough. We are
parts of the world where losing the concept of enough,
"Most people have
Fulfillment
resources are lacking to meet of sufficiency.
the most basic needs. It also af- does not lie in material acquisithought that if we
fects people in our own society tions. I believe is that increaswho are losing their jobs and ing poverty grows from im- become more
cannot compete with our itative lifestyles and the way in
wealthy we will have
standards of luxury. Girard has which we see our destiny as a
put it succinctly: no person, no society. The time has come for more to share with
society can exist without an rich societies of the world to
those who are poor.
element of following. If there reconsider our idea of contentis not a willingness to follow ment. Only by reexamining
But that is not what
the Savior, something else how much is enough will we
be able to both respect the happens. In fact,
takes its place. Following
boundaries of the good crea- willingness to share
becomes imitating.
Such a conclusion sounds tion God has created for us and
rather hopeless. It seems to also provide sufficient life for seems to diminish as
0 wealth increases."
suggest a relationship between all.
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Ramone Norris

Freshman runner is district champion
Jongsma and Norris run at NAJA national meet
C ross

country
has
made a strong comeback at
Dordt. The women's team,
fielding its first runners in ten
years were led by freshman

the district meet. Based on
their district finishes, Jongsrna
and Norris, both state high
school champions, qualified
for the NAIA national meet
held in Kenosha, Wisconsin,
on November 20.
Nationals dawned a cold and
blustery day, with temperatures in the twenties and winds
off Lake Michigan gusting to
thirty
miles
per hour.
Although most cross country
races are held on golf courses,
the national meet was run at
the University of Wisconsin
Parkside's hilly and wooded
cross country course. But
cross country runners seem
oblivious to conditions that
send most people running for

is delighted with the runners'
progress this season. The
men's team showed great improvement this year, moving
up to fourth place in the district
meet. "These Dordt students
are just a pleasure to work with
and coach. Sonya and Ramone
both had outstanding seasons,
and every member of the team
really put out. I am very
pleased with their performances. "

Runners are often a selfmotivated bunch. Some of
them really enjoy running,
others do it to keep in shape or
get in shape for another sport.
"You feel so good after a long

run," says Jongsma.
Cross country runners value
the sense of comaraderie that
develops
between
team
members. It is more individual
than most team sports, but running together every day,
traveling together to meets,
and encouraging each other to
meet individual goals creates
almost a sense of family, the
runners say. Many of them
keep training throughout the
year. Goheen looks forward to
the future with his young team.
With a group of primarily
freshman and sophomore runners the team has several more
years together.
D

warmer environments.

Sonya Jongsma narrowly missed AU-American status at this year's NAIA nationals.

Sonya Jongsma from Sioux
Center, who finished first to
become this year's NAIA
District 15 champion. The
men's team, in its second year
of revived intercollegiate competition, was led by freshman
Ramone Norris from New
Mexico. Norris placed fifth at

Thinly clad, Jongsma and
Norris each joined 340-plus
other runners in their respective 5K and 8K races.
Running against stiff competition, Jongsma placed 36th,
only six places from being
named All-American. Norris,
running in a race that included one of the best cross
country teams of all colleges
and universities
in the
country- Texas
Lubbock
Christian, finished 287th.
Coach Ross Goheen says he

Back Row: Left to Right: Coach Ross Goheen, Dan Hoi, Tim Clark, Brad De
Kock, Doug Rfbbens, Todd Schemper. Middle Row: Sonya Jongsma, B.J.
Sjoerdsma, Cindy Vande vecrt, Cami Kreon, Kristin Johnson. Front Row: Aaron
Fopma, Troy Bultema, Aaron Zylstra, Dan Ruiter, Ramone Norris, Noah Larson.

Volleyball team sets new records
A

heartbreaking defeat
by the number four seeded
district
team, Graceland,
dashed Dordt's
hopes of

Back Row: left to right: Assistant Coach Gerald Kodde, Assistant Coach Lori Klein,
Lisa Dekkers, Kristi Hotland, valerie Mouw, Tammi Van Kley, Kristi Kooiker,
Coach Vonda De Stigter. Middle Row: Ly Nonginthirath, Larissa Buys, Corinna
Vander Woude, Joy Veenstra, Ellie Vander Woude, Annetta de Jong, Julie
Vanderploeg. Front Row: Jane Vos, Laura Landstra, Leslie Hellinga, Sue Dykstra,
Sue Vander Berg, Terrie Poppema
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reaching the NAlA national
championship volleyball tournament in San Diego this fall.
Ranked first in the district
nearly all season and ranked
nationally. for the first time in
Dordt history,
the Lady
Defenders compiled their bestever season record. Closing
the season at 38-5, the women
played spectacular ball against
tough competition,
setting
school records in most kills,
best kill average, most total
digs, and best assist average.
The Lady Defenders took
first place at all but one of the
tournaments they entered this
season: Sioux Falls, Briar
Cliff, Dordt, and the NAIA
Mid-Season Tournament at
which they defeated Graceland
in the semi-finals. They placed
second
at the
Central
tournament.

"This team had excellent
leadership
right from the
beginning,"
says Coach
Vonda De Stigter. She credits
the four upperclass
team
members with establishing a
good work ethic and sense of
motivation.
"I really stress having the
team enjoy themselves both at
games and practices, " says De
Stigler, who believes that playing volleyball should relieve
stress,
not add more to
pressures the students already
feel. As a result, they were
able to stand up under pressure
well. "They came back from
II record-setting season last
year, knowing what people
were expecting of them and
improved. "
A strong team is made up of
strong individual players, and
members of this year's team

set several individual school
records. Laura Landstra, the
team's setter and only senior,
broke her own records set last
year for most assists and best
assist average. Annetta de
Jong, a junior middle hitter,
also surpassed the records she
set last year in most total
blocks and best block average.
Freshman Kristi Hofland, also
a middle hitter, led the team in
best attack percentage and best
reception percentage. She set
school records in most digs
and best dig average.
Four team members were
named to the All-District teams:
Landstra,
de Jong,
and
sophomore
Joy Veenstra
earned first team honors,
junior Corinna Vande Woude
was named to the second team.
All four players also received
NAIA District 15 Player of the
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Week awards during the
season.
The 1993 team members are
not only good volleyball
players, they are also good
students. Landstra, de Jong, and
Veenstra were all named NAIA
District 15 Scholar Athletes.
The team was also honored
earlier this fall by the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
as one of nineteen teams nationwide to receive the AVCAS
Team Academic Award.
Prospects for the future of
volleyball at Dordt College are
bright. The junior varsity team
also had its best-ever season
with a record of 13-1. Although
the team will miss Landstra,
probably the best setter ever to
play at Dordt, De Stigter is confident that freshman Jane Vos
can step in and take over. "If
it hadn't been for Laura, Jane

All-American honors

Laura Landstra was a steady and encouraging

probably would have seen a lot
of playing time already as a
freshman," she says. Strong
freshmen players and possible

team leader.

recruits from successful local
Christian high school programs
could bring next year's season
up another notch.
D

Dordt College senior setter Laura Landstra has been
named an NAIA AllAmerican.
The 5'8" Sioux Center
native was named to the allAmerican third team.
She was a four-year
starter at Dordt and earned
first-team all-District 15
honors during her final
three years and all-Ia-Kota
Conference honors during
all four years.
Landstra was also named
an All-American Scholar
Athlete for the second year
in a row. Landstra has a
3.89 grade-point average
with a biology/secondary
education
major. Only
juniors and seniors are eligible for· the award.

, 'A strong team is
made up of strong
individual players,
and members of this
year's team set
several individual
school records."

Soccer team is district runner-up
After
missing
the
playoffs for the first time in
several years last fall, Dordt's
soccer team entered the season
committed to making it this
year. And they did. Placing second in the district during the
regular season, they advanced to
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This year's seniors played aggressively

the district finals. A strong
Teikyo Westmar team, ranked
thirteenth in the nation, prevailed in the end, but didn't
shake the players' confidence in
their ability to play good soccer.
"We didn't beat them that day,
but we might have been able to
another day," says Coach Bill
Elgersma. Dordt had more shots
on goal than Teikyo, they just
couldn't find the holes to get
them through. "We were
pretty well matched teams,"
Elgersma adds.
The Defenders did win their
fourth straight Upper Midwest
Athletic Conference title, however, compiling a record of7-1.
The one loss marked the first
time in four years that Dordt
has lost a conference game.
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to go to the front line," says
Elgersma, "but because this
team was so offensively minded,
Jason took the penalties he had
to." Elgersma describes forward Dave Vander Ploeg from
Ridgefield, Washington, as unstoppable. Two years ago he
was first in the nation in assists;
he finished this season sixth in
the district in total points. "Playing next to another good player
like junior Chris Hull dilutes the
recognition,but Dave was a wonderful asset to the team. " Pong
Nonginthirath, Rick Veldboom,
Mike Mulder, and Scott Mawhinney rounded out the group
of talented seniors that formed
the backbone of the team.
As in the past two years,
junior Chris Hull led the team
in scoring. Ending the season
with thirteen goals and nine
assists, Hull will likely capture
the all-time high scoring record
all season.
for Dordt before he graduates.
players. Despite being plagued
Underclassmen also made a
with injuries, they never let strong mark this year. Freshup." Such effort created the man Eric Vander Mey from
setting for good team work.
Redmond, Washington, started
The team was led by a tal- every game in his first year-a
ented group of upperclassmen,
rare occurrence, says Elgersma.
including seven seniors. Middle California sophomores Brian
fielder Doug Brouwer from Wilgenberg, the fourth highest
Ramona, California, has been point getter in the district, and
as solid a player as any coach Kevin Casperson, one of the
could hope to have, says best goalies in the area, made
Elgersma. Named MVP, team invaluable contributions to this
captain, and for each of his year's team.
four years at Dordt a member
Six Dordt players were named
of all-district teams, Brouwer
to the NAIA District 15 Allwas a compassionate and hard District teams: Hull to the first
working team leader, finishing team and Brouwer, Casperson,
third in point standings in the Hultink, Nonginthirath, and
district. Jason Hultink from St. Wilgenberg to the second team.
Catharines, Ontario, was often First team All-Conference team
the unspoken hero on the back members included Brouwer,
line. ' 'The glitz and glitter tends Hultink, Hull, and Casperson.
Elgersma, in his first year as
coach, says the leadership provided by the seniors is what
made such a strong team this
year. "They took responsibility for making the playoffs and
did a tremendous amount of
on-the-field
coaching
of
freshman
and sophomore

Second team members were
Vander Ploeg, Wilgenberg,
Vander Mey, and Nonginthirath.
Next year will be a
rebuilding year, but a strong
core of players returning and
increasingly experienced high
school players make the future
look encouraging.
"It was a good season," says
Elgersma, "but the best times
for me were actually not on the
field." The team travels long
distances to some of its games.
For three years as assistant
coach and this year as coach,
Elgersma says, "I watched
these guys change their
perspective on many things as
they grew and matured in their
understanding of what it means
to be a Christian in today' s
world. Listening to them talk
about issues and tell each other
when
they
were
doing
something wrong overshadows
any stats they have accumulated."
D

, 'Elgersma, in his
first year as coach,
says the leadership
provided by the
seniors is what made
such a strong team
this year."

First Row: left to right: John Michael Dykstra, Dan Oppeneer, Kevin Casperson,
Dave Vander Ploeg, Scott Kooima, Rick Veldboom,

Eric Vander Mey. Second

Row: Micah Schreurs, Scott Mawhinney. Tony Louters, Chris Hull, Brian Wilgenburg, Ernie Termorshuizen. Third Row: Pong Nonginthirath, Mark Memmelaar,
Gordon Sikma, Jason Tlnklenberg, Jon Ahrenholz. Fourth Row: Coach Bill
Elgersma, Gerrit Brouwer, Jason Hultink, Mike Mulder, Doug Brouwer, Matt Reimers.

Faculty News
On November 19, professor
of English Dr. John Van Rys
presented
a paper titled
"Three
El Grecos: Ros,
Birney, and Purdy" at the
Association
for Canadian
Studies in the United States
Biennial Conference in New
Orleans, Louisiana. More than
500 Canadianists from the
United States, Canada, and
around the globe attended the
interdisciplinary conference.

Dr. John Zwart has led several physics workshops for elementary school students.

The professional involvements of
Dordt faculty members outside of
the classroom reveal Dordt's
commitment to provide educational leadership in the Christian
community as well as among its
own students. By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of service
in Christ's kingdom.

Professor of physics Dr.
John
Zwart's
article
"Playground
Physics"
has
been accepted for publication
as a feature article in The
Science Teacher. The article
grew out of a past class project and is co-authored with
former students Jeff Vande
Voort and Toshiya Yogi.

Dr. Tracy Miller, professor
of economics, contributed two
chapters to a book published
this year by the American
Enterprise Institute. The book
is titled Agricultural Policy
and U. S. Taiwan Trade by D.
Gale Johnson and Chi-Ming
Hou.

On November 12, Dordt
president Dr. J.B. Hulst
spoke at the annual fall banquet of the North Iowa Christian School in Mason City,
Iowa. On November 19, in St.
Louis, Missouri,
he participated in the Pew Foundation Collaborative, a one-day
meeting of senior officers from
colleges
and universities
throughout the nation.

Dale Grotenhuis

Jeri Schelhaas, instructor of
English,
led a Readers'
Workshop for Bethany CRC in
Muskegon,
Michigan,
in
September. In October she
spoke at a weekend women's
retreat at Inspiration Hills,
South Dakota, sponsored by
Shalom CRC, Sioux Falls, and
presented a sectional titled
"Drama as Prophet" with
assistant professor of theatre
arts John Hofland at the TriState teacher's convention.

Dale Grotenhuis, professor
of music, conducted premier
performances of three commissioned works: for Western
Christian High School in Hull,
Iowa;
for
the
Village
Presbyterian Church in Kansas
City, Kansas; and for the
Meistersingers, a professional
choir in Omaha, Nebraska. A
fourth commissioned work
was recently premiered at
Waubonsie High School in
Chicago. The Iowa all-state

choir recently
performed
Grotenhuis'
"Song
of
Triumph" in Ames, Iowa, and
Grotenhuis was invited to conduct a combined choir festival
of RCA church choirs at Fifth
Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
Professor of biology Dr.
Aaldert
Mennega
and
embryology
student Troy
Vander Molen participated in
a seminar on development
and differentiation
at the
University of South Dakota
department of biochemistry
and molecular biology on
November 19.

Dr. James C. Schaap's The
40- Year Campout, the second
devotional book in a three-part
series on the Exodus story,
was recently released by the
CRC. Things We Couldn't
Say, a readers theatre piece
based on the life of Diet Eman
was produced by the Master
Arts Company
of Grand
Rapids in the Calvin College
Fine Arts Center sponsored by
the Association of DutchAmerican Studies, and for the
Christian Teachers Association
Convention held in South.
Bend, Indiana. Several other
communities are preparing to
host productions of Things We
Couldn't Say. At the same time
a series of excerpts from his
soon-to-be-released book on
Eman is appearing in The
Banner.
Dr. John C. Vander Stelt,
professor of theology and
philosophy, was appointed
president of the IAPCHE (International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher
Education) Board until his
term as board member expires
at the end of 1995.

Mary Lou Wielenga, adjunct instructor in keyboard,
presented an organ recital in
June for the celebration of the
centennial of the First Christian Reformed Church in Hull,
Iowa. She also was commissioned to write and compose a
centennial psalm, "The Lord
Is Our Help Forever," for
congregation
or
choir,
trumpet, and organ.

Dr. Rick Eigenbrood

Dr. Rick Eigenbrood, professor of education, gave a
presentation at the CSI District
VI Tri-State teachers convention titled "Special Education
in Christian Schools: Challenges
and Opportunities. " On
December 3, he spoke at the
CSI District VI Board/ Administrators meeting in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, on the
topic "Inclusion, Disabilities,
and Christian Schools."
Professor of education Dr.
John Van Dyk led a retreat on
"Developing Spiritual Leadership" for the board and staff
of Manhattan Christian School,
Montana, on November 14 and
15. He also participated in the
University of Chicago Institute
on Teaching and Learning in
Chicago,
Illinois,
from
November 19 to 21.

Dordt Voices

Mike Epema - Director of Financial Aid
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When
I tell people
what 1do, they often ask, "But
what does a financial aid officer do?"
Basically I work with any
program that helps people get
money for college. I complete
and certify loan applications;
I supervise and assign jobs
on campus; I help students
apply outside scholarships to
their accounts. I help students
apply for federal, state, and
institutional dollars of any
kind. In essence, I become the
resource person who helps

people finance their college
education.
When people ask me if I like
what I do, it's easy to answer,
"Yes." I feel I'm providing a
service by helping people
navigate the financial aid process. Though students and
their parents sometimes feel
they should get more financial
aid than they have received,
most appreciate the process
and are thankful. We work
with some good people. Dordt
students are hard-working and
value what an education can do
for them.

Our default rates under both
the Perkins and the Stafford
loan programs are among the
lowest in the nation. Our students pay their loans back! When
assigned a job on campus nearly
all of our students are responsible and do their assigned tasks
well. When I compare my feelings about my job with those of
many of my colleagues at other
institutions, 1 realize 1 couldn't
work for better students. Helping Dordt students get the
money they need to pay for college is one of the most satisfying jobs anyone could haven
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Marlys Popma

Working for political justice for the unborn
mine." She lists peace and justice issues, care of the environThe phone rings. A full, ment, and fighting pornography
rather deep woman's voice as examples of areas she supanswers confidently, "Vitae
ports more passively while
Society, Marlys Popma."
others take leadership roles.
Marlys (De Witt,'78) is no
Likewise, she is convinced that
stranger to fielding calls and every Christian is called to some
questions. For the past ten-plus action to protect life: writing letyears she has given much of her ters, supporting local ministry eftime to pro-life organizations as forts to pregnant women, helping
an advocate for the unborn. Her finance political action groups,
fervor and energy show a strong and most importantly, praying
commitment to what she is do- daily for women in crisis.
ing. In some ways she seems to
"We, in the pro-life movebe the stereotypical, driven ad- ment, have sometimes been strivocate for a cause. But Marlys dent about our beliefs and may
will not easily allow herself to be have alienated people as a
put in a box or dismissed, even result," she says looking back
by those who disagree with her. over the last several years.
Marlys's commitment to ac- "Maybe we have not always
tion came two years after she been compassionate enough.
graduated from Dordt. Preg- Iowa Right to Life is working
nancy and marriage during her very hard at that today."
senior year changed the course
"It doesn't help anyone if! go
she had planned for her life. to the University of Iowa to
After a period of regrouping, as speak and can only make people
she says, and adjusting her ex- angry at me," she says. "I need
pectations, she began to speak to convincethem to questionwhat
to young people about chastity . it means to be pro-choice and
and abstinence. It was at a what it means to be pro-life in the
Young Calvinist Convention in broadest way possible. " A calm,
1983, while listening to a fellow loving attitude, she believes, is
presenter, that she became con- a much more effective offense.
vinced of the need for political
Presently Marlys is at the
action to confront growing ac- center of a large media effort to
ceptance of abortion.
educate people in Iowa-and
Marlys returned home and later possibly across the United
helped found the AGAPE Chris- States-in a way that touches a
tian Action Council in Northwest softer chord. "We want to be
Iowa. She later became involved gentle, not hostile," she says
with the Iowa Right to Life pointing to the De Moss Founorganization, serving asits chair dation advertisements that she
from 1988 to 1992. After a year
, 'I feel the Lord
off to manage the congressional
campaign of Iowa Represen- has called me to
tative Jim Lightfoot, she is back
with Right to Life, working as work legislatively
communications director of the and legally."
Vitae Society. Vitae is an education and communications branch feels have been the most effective media strategy pro-life
of Right to Life.
Like many people deeply com- groups have initiated.
"I believe that if each woman
mitted to a job or cause, Marlys
heard the heartbeat of her child
feels passionate about the need
she would not make the decision
for all citizens to get involved
to abort," she says.
in bringing change. "At first I
She feels that this approach,
thought that everyone had to be
in contrast to more radical apas involved as I was," she says.
proaches, will be the most sucDeeply immersed in the political cessful, particularly under an
and personal struggles of peo- administration that supports
ple touched by abortion, it was abortion.
not easy for her to understand
"Iowa Right to Life policy
why all Christians didn't share speaks against illegal activity,"
her commitment to action.
she continues. At times that pre"I began to realize that Chris' sents a difficult problem for those
tians are called to action on many of us working together for a comdifferent fronts," she says. mon cause. Although Marlys
"Everyone of us is called to blanketly condemns the recent
evangelize in some area. We all shootings of doctors who perneed to have a focus. This was form abortions, she will not imSally Jongsma
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, 'Christians are
called to action on
many different
fronts. Everyone of
us is called to
evangelize in some
area. We all need
to have a focus.
, This was mine."

mediately condemn those who
use less militant, but sometimes
radical forms of protest. Instead,
she may express apprehension
and then work in ways she
believes are most appropriate.
"I feel the Lord has called me
to work legislatively
and
legally," she says, adding that
more radical strategies may do
more harm than good.
Probably the most effective
strategy, she says, is the least
used. "I am convinced that intense prayer outside of abortion
clinics and around our tables
could do more than anything
else to shorten the battle."
But praying fervently does not
mean giving up all other means
of fighting for justice for the unborn. Marlys is committed to
helping bring political change.
She calls herself a political conservative, and spends her
political efforts working for
Republican candidates who oppose abortion. At times that pits
her against Christians who oppose both abortion and the
Republican political agenda,
"I don't really want to use a
candidate's stand on abortion as
a litmus test, but I guess I do,"
she says. "If a candidate cannot value life at its most innocent and vulnerable, I can't trust
that person with making decisions that affect people's lives
generally. "
She does not think the Democratic charge that too often Republicans care only about children in the womb and not about

what happens to them after birth
is legitimate. She cites examples
of personal and community efforts to illustrate her conviction.
"I don't think throwing
money at the situation is the
solution," she adds. Supporting
life calls for tough choices, and
even Christians come down on
different sides in proposing
solutions.
The process is complicated by
the way our political process
works. "Most bills go through
so much backroom dealing and
have so many self-interest
amendments tacked on to them
that honest politicians get very
frustrated," says Marlys. "You
almost need tunnel vision on an
issue to make any headway."
It is easy for cynicism to creep
in under such circumstances. But
Marlys feels optimistic enough
about being able to bring change
that she is committed to sticking
with the issue and the process.
Advocating for the abortion
issue has also taught her the
importance of being informed
about other issues. "Pro-life
people are often viewed as
wild-eyed radicals or nice little pro-life ladies," she says.
Marlys doesn't like either image. She hopes to use the tools
she's learned in the pro-life
movement-direct
mail fundraising, developing grass roots
organizations, and working
with the media-to run for office herself within the next five
or six years and speak out for
issues she feels are just.
D

Marlys and her husband, Dan, live in
Lynnville, Iowa, with their three
children.

,'I am convinced

that intense prayer
outside of abortion
clinics and around
our tables could do
more than anything
else to shorten the
battle.' ,
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Jim De Young is director of alumni
relations.

On pranks, change,
and homecoming
Jim De Young

, 'If you left Dordt

more than a few
years ago, your
memories don't
reflect Dordt College
as it is today. A
campus tour or a
talk with a professor
may impress upon
you how much this
institution has
grown.' ,

Reading
Dawn Bakker's article on student life,
which appears in this issue,
brought back memories. The
quick friendships
formed
freshman year in North Hall,
though among the most distant
college memories, came immediately to mind. Her description of the fun and humor
of resident life immediately
reminded me of pop-can/frisbee bowling in the halls, tubbings, and, of course, pranks.
I won't confess for the other
guys, but six of us blocked up
our wing counselor, Gord De
Jong, that freshman year. We
hauled up concrete blocks, one
at a time, over the course of
a few days, mixed mortar in a
wastebasket, and put up a wall
in front of his door early one
morning. We were very conscientious pranksters, let me
add, placing plastic sheets on
the floor so as not to damage
the carpet. Over breakfast the
next morning, head counselor
Mark Hugen even commented
to me on the neatness and ingenuity of the prank, unaware
of my participation in it.
Our only slip-up was in
choosing the night that Fred
Colvin, counselor on the op-

posite wing, had campus cop
duty. He came in early in the
morning, saw the strange
edifice gracing the other end of
the hall, and, with Mark's
help, had it downbefore most
of the hall was awake.
You probably have similar
memories. Or perhaps yours
run more to the interesting lecture you heard in Western Civ.
or Marriage and Family.
Memories are one of the
reasons why we work pretty
hard in the alumni office to get
you back on campus. While an
article in the Voice may spark
a reminiscence, a walk across
campus or sitting in the SUB
lounge or running into a prof is
much more effective, especially

who may be considering "sending" a son or daughter here,
there's one more reason why you
should consider a return to campus. If you left Dordt more than
a few years ago, your memories
don't reflect Dordt College as
it is today. There's much about
if you're in the company of your
freshman roommate or your Dordt that hasn't changed, of
course: the vision for Christian
philosophy study buddy.
And memories are more than higher education, the commitmisty, watercolored recollec- ment of the faculty, the warmth
tions of the way we were. For of the community, the most imme, and perhaps for you as well, . portant things. But a campus
they are pictures of life ex- tour or a talk with a professor
periences that have shaped the may impress upon you how
person I am today. I can point much this institution has grown.
Homecoming is just around
to four-year periods that have
the corner. Reunion '94 is
been more life-changing-my
first four years of life or of mar- scheduled for August 12 - 14.
riage or of fatherhood, for Or if you can't make it back
instance-but I don't think any to a scheduled event, come
other institution affected me as back at your convenience. Just
lastingly or as positively as did give us a call and we'll arrange
Dordt College in the short time to show you around the place.
So do yourself a favor. Come
I lived and learned here.
As a person who may support back to campus sometime
Dordt College financially or soon.
0

HOMECOMING '94
__
~~Saturday.~.~. ~~
February 12
Mark your calendar
for a day of traditional
Homecoming fun.
Basketball
Alumni vs. lV, 1:00
Varsity vs. Nebraska Wesleyan, 3:00

Alumni Dinner
What:

An educational
adventure for older
looking for something different.

When:

May 15-21,

Where:

adults

1994

Dordt College

Course Offerings:
From Dort to Dordt: The Roots of Dutch-Calvinism
in America"
"A Confessional
History of The Netherlands"
"Dutch Masters, Mavens, and Mondrian"
Plus a taste of Dutch heritage at Orange City's Tulip
Festival
For Information contact:
Elderhostel
75 Federal Street
Boston, MA 02110-1941
(617) 426-8056
Elderhosrel is a non-profit organization, offering inexpensive, short-term
academic programs hosted by educational institutions around the world.

loin fellow alumni and families for a
meal and entertainment following
the game.

Talent Extravaganza
Students, faculty, and alumni take the
stage with acts of every description
(and some that defy description), 7:30.

More activities are planned for
Homecoming day and the week
leading up to it, Alumni in
Iowa and adjoining states,
watch your mail for details.
Other alumni, please write or
call (7/2-722-6020) to receive
this mailing.

Reunion '94
Classes of '69, '74, '79, '84,
and '89, plus all graduates
of the business department,
mark your calendar now.

August

12-14
December

1993

93

•

Alumni notes
70s
Alan and Judy (Arends, '72)
Brueggeman live in Harris, Iowa.
Judy was one of sixty elementary
and middle school principals to
receive the National Distinguished Principal Award from the
U.S. Secretary of Education.
Derk and Gail (Le Mahieu)
Van Eerden ('75, '74) live in Edmonton, Alberta. Derk recently
received
an Excellence
in
Teaching
Award
from the
Department
of Education
In
Alberta.
Mike
and Donna
(Den
Ouden, '79) Muilenburg live in
Omaha, Nebraska, where Mike is
the business analyst at IBM,
Corp. Donna is home with their
children, Kelli (8), Scott (6),
Corey (3), and Stacia (4 rna).
80s
Bruce and Diane (Beltman)
Grotenhuis (ex'81,ex'80) live in
Urbandale, Iowa. Bruce is the
programming
manager
for
Healthcare Software Solutions in
Des Moines. Diane is a full-time
homemaker and mom to their
three children, Collin (6), Courtney (3), and Carly (2 mo.).
Joe and Nancy (Wolthuizen,
ex'81) Mulder live on a dairy
farm
near
Lake
Benton,
Minnesota.
David and Dot Vruwink ('81)
live in Hudsonville, Michigan,
with their one-year-old
son,
Zachariah Nicholas.
Jay Alan Wierenga ('82) is the
main anchorman and talk-show
host at WSET -TV, the ABC affiliate in Roanoke and Lynchburg, Virginia. Heidi KramerWierenga ('ex'83) is a full-time
homemaker, caring for Breanne
(7), Morgan (5), and Shelby (5
mos.).
Dean and Lynette Eekhoff
('84) live in Holland, Michigan,
with their children Rebecca (2)
and Jeremy (2 rna). Dean works
at Walters Nursery, is a deacon
in their church, and sings in a
community choir. Lynette is a
licensed day care provider in their
home and is active in the church
with various committees.
Jeffery and Susan (Andringa,
'84) Hodgin live in Marysville,

Washington. Jeffery is a realtor
in Marysville,
and Susan is
an accounting assistant at Warm
Beach Senior Community in Stanwood.
Harlan and Nelva (Pennings,
'85) Huitink live in Hospers,
Iowa. Harlan is a dairy farmer
and Nelva works at the Soil Conservation Service in Orange City
as a soil conservationist.
John and Susan Vanden Hoek
('85) live in Dallas Center, Iowa.
John
works
at
Ambico
Laboratories as a veterinary vaccine production manager. Susan
is a nurse at Spurgeon Manor.
John and Marsha (Weg, '86)
Bormann live in Iowa City, Iowa,
with their son Christopher.
Marsha works as assistant city attorney for Jowa City. John is a
diagnostic radiology resident at
the University ofIowa Hospitals
and Clinics.
Dan and Nancy
(Hoffman, '87) Smits live in Markesan,
Wisconsin. They recently bought
a farm with Dan's brother. Nancy
quit teaching at Waupun Christian
School to raise the Smits' two
children, Danielle (2) and David
(5 rna), although
she still
volunteers at the school.
Jeff and Phyllis (Meijers)
Alberts ('88,'88) live in Brampton, Ontario, with their two
children. Jeff is a resources
specialist for Ducks Unlimited,
Canada, and Phyllis teaches
English at Toronto District Christian High School.
Jon Andreas ('88) graduated
from the Pepperdine University

Graduate School of Education
and Psychology last summer with
a master's degree in educational
administration and a concentration in educational technology.
He plans to attend Westminster
Theological Seminary in California in January.
Steve and Dawn Peters ('88)
live in Englewood, Colorado.
Steve owns a sports memorabilia
business .and Dawn works for a
computer software company.
David Van Heemst ('88) completed his Ph.D in political
science at the University of
Virginia, Charlottesville. He is
assistant professor of political
science at Olivet Nazarene
University in Kankakee, Illinois.
Ed and Tosha (Ringler,'89)
Leyendekker live in Dinuba,
California, where they have been
operating their dairy for the past
four years. Tosha stays home to
help Ed with the business and to
raise their two children, Justin (3)
and Nichole (2 rna).
90s
Ed and Bethany (Verhoef,
'91) Brands live in Coralville,
Iowa. Bethany is a third year law
student and Ed is a welder in
Solon, Iowa.
Tom and Valerie (Ruter)
Jonker ('90,'93) are living in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Tom is a
police officer for the city of Cedar
Rapids and was recently selected
as a field training officers. Val is
employed by Telecom USA
Publishing
Company
as a
classmaster specialist.

Concert Choir alumni:
Professor
Dale Grotenhuis, who has served for thirtyfive years at Dordt College and built an outstanding choral
program, will retire at the end of the 1993- I 994 school year.
On Saturday evening, March 12, the music department is
planning a festive concert presented in the Dordt Chapel by
the current Concert Choir, the current Chorale, and a choir
of alumni choir members gathered for the occasion. The concert will be followed by a reception for Mr. and Mrs.
Grotenhuis.
If you are a former Concert Choir member, were inadvertantly missed in the initial mailing, and would like to sing
in the choir, you are invited to contact the music department
as soon as possible. There is room for a few more voices. 0

1994 TOUR

DORDT
COLLEGE
CONCERT
.BAND

Pease, Minnesota
Community
Chr. School
Thursday, Jan. 6, 7:30 p.m.
Bloomington,
Minnesota
Calvary Christian Ref. Church
Friday, Jan. 7, 7:30 p.m.

Emo, Ontario

Thunder
Bay, Ontario
First Christian Ref. Church
Saturday, Jan. 8, 8:00 p.m.

Winnipeg,
Manitoba
Chief Peguis J r. High Theatre
Monday, Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m.

Donald Young School
Sunday, Jan. 9, 8:15 p.m.

Future Defenders
Jerry and Geraldine (Brands,'78) Runia, David John, 6/29/93.
Mike and Donna (Den Ouden, '79) Muilenburg,

Stacia Leigh, 8/11/93.

Harold and Freda (Zandstra,'79) Zylstra, Warren John, 10/20/93.
Rod and Leanne (Tanis) Jansen ('80,'78), Julia Anne, t2/3/93.
Chris and Rebecca (Bierlink) Teeuwsen ('80,'86), Jozef Christiaan,
81l2/93.
Bruce and Diane (Beltman) Grotenhuis (ex'81,ex'80),
Carly Jo,

10/20/93.
Kevin and Vicki Vande Streek ('81), Daniel Noel, 91l9/93.
Michael and Cheryl (De Bruin) Vande Haar ('81,'81), Peter Joseph,
6/8/93.
David and Dot Vruwink ('81), Zachariah Nicholas, 8/9/92.
James Mutoigo and Ida Kaastra-Mutoigo
('82), Bryant Casper Teira,

10112/93.
Raymond

Louter

and Karen

Knibbe-Louter

('82, '83), Stefan

Christian, 91l 1/93.
Doug and Barbara Vande Vonrt ('83), William Jay, 9/30/93.
Jay Alan Wierenga

and Heidi Kramer-Wierenga

('82, 'ex'83),

Shelby

Meg, 7/t4/93.
Jack and Gayle (Van Soelen,ex'84)

Zonneveld, Jillane Annette, 5/31/93.

Dean and Lynette (Gritters) Eekhoff ('84), Jeremy Dean, 10/22/93.
Jeffery and Susan (Andringa,'84) Hodgin, Bradley Stuart, 3/3t/93.
Jerry and Rosie (Bosma) Haak ('84,'84), Alyssa Marie, lO/t6/93.
David and Marcia (Kros,'85) Sinke, Ian Neat, 8/3/93.
Harlan and Nelva (Pennings,'85)

Huitink, Heath Grady, 8/22/93.

John and Susan Vanden Hoek ('85), Derek John, 10/7/93.
Terry and Jaci (Engbers) Schaap ('85, '86), Shane Michael, 1t/18/93.
Gary and Marla (Van Donselaar) De Jong ('85,ex'88), Nathan Joel,
10/13/93.
John and Marsha (Weg,'86) Bormann, Christopher Charles, 3/12/93.
Andy and Diane (Haack,'86) Van Wettering, Kyle Andrew, 91l4/93.
Rodney and Margaret (Valkema) Veenstra ('86,'86), Matthew John,
2/25/93.
Paul and Gail (Van Wyk) Van Beek ('86,'86), Abigail Lea, 7/10/93.
Kenton and Laura (Vander Molen) Kamp ('87,'86), Kendra Lynelle,
10/20/93.
Mike and Sandy (Van Soelen, '87) Vander Hart, Leah Marie, 10/31/93.
Dan and Nancy (Hoffman,'87)

Smits, David Andrew, 6/16/93.

Mark and Lisa (Gritters,'87) Van Roeket, Brody Mark, 8/5/93.
Dave and Lisa (Punt) Van Voorst ('87, '89), Kayla Elisabeth, 8/10/93.
Wade and Renea (Stremler) De Kam (ex'8? ,91), Jesse Wade, 6/24/93.
Ralph and Donna (Lugtigheid,'88)
Verbeek, Patricia Joan, 2/12/93.

Brent and Valerie Dykhuizen ('88), Rebekah Sue, 8/31/93.
Harwin

and Diane (Rozenboom)

TeSlaa ('88, '88), Terissa Donelle,

5/10/93.
Jeff and Phyllis (Meijers) Alberts ('88,'88), Lenie Martina, 6/26/93.
Joel and Lisa (Branderhorst) Van Gilst ('88,'91), Katelyn Ella, 9/6/93.
Dean and Glenda (Timmermans)

Wagenaar

('89, '87), Trevor Dean,

10/3/93.
Ed and Tosha (Ringler,'89) Leyendekker, Nichole Faye, 9/14/93.
Arthur and Michelle (Killeen,'89) Leyendekker, Joshua Arthur, 9/30/93.
John and Melanie (Woldhuis) Dykstra ('90, '90), Sarah Lauren, 1t/20/93
Troy and Dana (Mulder) Broers ('90,'92), Emily Diane, 7/23/93.
Arlan and Laurie

(Gritters)

Kooiman

(ex'90, '92), Zachary Arlan,

3/28/93.

Marriages
NancyWolthuizen (ex'81) and
Joe Mulder, 5/22/93.
Steve Peters ('88) and Dawn
Williams, 10/2/93.
Leah Reitsma
Slenk, 7/24/93.

('91) and Joel

My-Uyen Cao ('93) and Baa
Tran, 6/26/93.
Valerie Ruter ('93) and Tom
Jonker ('90).

In Memory
Nathan Evan, 6/26/93, son of
Evan and Darlene (Sytsma) Vis
('90,'90).

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you
are doing and what kinds of events are happening in your
life. Please fill out the coupon below and mail to: Alumni
Association,
Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250.

o Marriage
o Future Defenders
o Address Change
Name

0 In Memoriam
0 Alumni
_

News
year

_

Address
News Jtems/Suggestion(s)

_
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Events
December 1993
Volume 39 Number

Music
January 5-11
January 16
2:30
February 4
3:00
February 18
3:00
February 18,19,20
March 4
3:00
March 6
2:30
March 12
8:00
March 16
7:00

Band Tour
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Concert Band post-tour concert
General Recital
General Recital
Concert Choir Weekend to
General student recital
Concert Band and Chamber
Concert honoring Professor
High school strings festival
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Orchestra concert
Dale Grotenhuis
concert

Theatre
8:00 p.m.
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February 14
March 3,4,5
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Tickets on sale for "Quiet in the Land"
Play: "Quiet in the Land"
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Art
January 13February 8

Exhibit by potter Gerry Punt featuring
large "raku' pieces

Campus Activities
January 21

7:30 p.m.

February
February
February
February
March II

7:30 p.m.

II
12
12
24

7:30 p.m.
7-10 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

February

7:30 p.m.

17

February 21
February 22
March 7,8

7:30
3:30
7:30
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

7:30
2:00
7:30
7:30
2:00
2: 00
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p. m.
p.m.

CRC/RCA Worship Conference
Distinguished Alumni Series Lecture;
Karen Helder: "Administration as Ministry"
Staley Lecture: Singer/Composer/actress
Darlene Koldenhoven
Spring Department Lectures:
Presentations about the Northern Plains
Indians
B. J. Haan Educational Conference address

Sports
January 14
January 15
January 15
January 19
January 22
January 29
January 29
February 2
February 5
February 5
February II
February 12
February 12
February 16
February 17
February 18,19

2:00 p.m.
lO:ooa.m.

7:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

-

-

Travelogue: "Adventure Along the US/Canadian
Border"
Travelogue: "Amadeus-A
Traveler in Italy"
Homecoming Day
Student Talent Extravaganza
Prayer Workshop with author Becky Tirabassi
Travelogue: "Norway-Land
of the Midnight Sun"

Lectures
January 29
February 10

n-:-

Men's basketball vs. Dana
Women's basketball vs. Briar Cliff
Men's basketball vs. Briar Cliff
Men's basketball vs. Sioux Falls
Women's basketball vs. Huron
Women's basketball vs. Dr. Martin Luther
Men's basketball vs. Teikyo-Westmar
Hockey vs. SDSU
Women's basketball vs. Mt. Marty
Indoor Track, Northwestern
Hockey vs. USD
Hockey vs. USD
3:00 p.m. Men's basketball vs. Nebraska
Wesleyan
Men's basketball vs. Dakota Wesleyan
Women's basketball vs. Teikyo-Westmar
Hockey vs. Carleton

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College,
is sent to you as alumni and friends of
Christian higher education. The Voice is
published in October, December, March,
and May to share information about the
programs, activities, and needs of the college. Send address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College,

Sioux Center, IA 51250-1697.
Editorial Committee
Sally Jongsma, editor
Dawn Bakker, student assistant
Luke Schelhaas, student assistant
Lavonne Bolkema, writer
Lyle Gritters, vice president for
college advancement
Michele Van Middendorp, layout

-..

001

Parents' Day
draws 500
from across
the country
-----

page 3

*

Printed on recycled paper

,

PRINTED WITH

,

SOY INK,

INDIA

American
poverty in global
perspective

page 8

Alumni Profile:
Marlys Popmabringing change
through the
political process
page 13

